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11th Annual National Day of Silence sure to be loud 

Get ready for campuses all over the country to be a little quieter. On  
Wednesday, April 18, 2007 students nationwide will be commemorating the 
national Day of Silence. They will be quiet all day to protest the discrimination, 
harassment and abuseðin effect, the silencingðfaced by lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual and transgender students and their allies in schools. The Day of Silence, a 
project of GLSEN, will be held during school hours. Over 6,000 participants 
are expected to be silent on April 18, wearing stickers and passing out 
óspeaking cardsô that read: "Please understand my reasons for not speaking 
today. I am participating in the Day of Silence, a national youth movement 
protesting the silence faced by lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender people and their allies in schools. 
My deliberate silence echoes that silence, which is 
caused by harassment, prejudice, and discrimination. 
I believe that ending the silence is the first step  
toward fighting these injustices. Think about the 
voices you are not hearing today. What are you  
going to do to end the silence?"  GLSENôs 2005 National School Climate  
Survey found that more than 64% of LGBT students report verbal, sexual or 
physical harassment at school and 29% report missing at least a day of 
school in the past month out of fear for their personal safety. The Day of  
Silence is one way students and their allies are making anti-LGBT bullying, 
harassment and name-calling unacceptable in Americaôs schools. The Day of 
Silence, a project of GLSEN, is a nationwide, student-led event during which 
thousands of high schools and colleges protest the oppression of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender youth. For more information and a complete  
collection of organizing materials, visit www.dayofsilence.org.                                              

 

                                                                                                       Republished from www.dayofsilence.org - Ed. 
 

GLSEN Hudson Valley has   
resources to help your school  
participate in the Day of Silence.  
Call (914)962-7888 or e-mail 
info@Glsenhv.org  

 
 

® 

 BREAKING THE SILENCE 
SPECIAL EVENT 

FRIDAY, APRIL 20 AT 7PM 
 

A performance of Jeff Solomonôs 
award-winning ñBuilding Houses 
on the Moonò plus a discussion 
with the playwright and actors! 
 

Free admission! Refreshments! 
 

Full story on Page 10. 

http://www.dayofsilence.org/
http://www.dayofsilence.org/
mailto:info@Glsenhv.org
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CHAPTER NEWS 

WESTCHESTER    

The November 2006 Pride Works for LGBT Youth 
Conference was very successful.  (See Laura 
Newmanôs account and Ray Bagnuoloôs photos on 
page 9.) 
 
Several schools participated in Januaryôs No Name-
Calling Week.  Three middle school principals 
accepted our chapterôs challenge to develop a 
NNCW program.  Each of their schools received a 
NNCW kit worth $130 courtesy of the chapter.   
 
 This fall we welcomed David Diamond to our Board 
of Directors.  Heôs an administrator at Lakeland HS.  
He joins existing Westchester board members 
Carleen Gilot, Mary Jane Karger, Emilio Salvati, 
Matt Thoennes, Bev Weiner, and Mike Witsch.  
Weôre eager to add a high school or college student 
to our board.  Let us know if youôve got a good 
candidate (with a driverôs license!). 
 
 Carleen Gilot is heading up the exciting project to 
circulate most of our library through the Westchester 
Library System.  Sheôs working with New Rochelle 
Library, where the books and media items will be 
housed.  Itôs a complex project, and weôre thankful 
for the time and energy Carleen and other board 
members have invested.  Weôre also thankful for the 
interest and cooperation of Thomas Geoffino, 
Director of the New Rochelle Library, and his staff!  
A progress report will be made in the fall. 
 
 Weôre organizing another GSA Summit this spring.  
Itôs on Saturday, March 24 from 3-5 p.m. at the 
YWCA (Lower Level Lounge), 515 North St., White 
Plains.  Itôs an opportunity for GSA leaders to 

network and plan for events like the Day of Silence 
and lobby day in Albany.  Weôre making it fun and 
providing refreshments too.  All for free!  Weôre 
asking students to register by sending their name 
and school name to gsasummit@yahoo.com. 

 
 Weôre helping GSAs plan meaningful activities for 
the Day of Silence on Wednesday, April 18.   
 
 Weôre hosting a special Breaking the Silence event 
on Friday, April 20 at 7 p.m. in Asbury Hall at 
Memorial United Methodist Church on Bryant Ave. 
in White Plains.  There will be a performance of 
ñBuilding Houses on the Moon,ò a Q&A with the 
performers afterwards, and refreshments.  
Admission is free.  Thereôs plenty of parking. 
Students arriving by bus or train to the White Plains 
Transportation Center should contact us to schedule 
free transportation to the church hall ï 962-7888 or 
email info@glsenhv.org.  WJCS Center Lane is 

our co-host for this countywide event.   
  
Our annual Benefit and Leadership Award 
Presentation will be on Saturday evening, June 2 in 
the Community Room of St. Mathewôs Church in 
Bedford.  Dinner, awards, entertainment, and a Gift 
Raffle ï what a night!  Invitations will be in the mail 
soon. 
 
 The Westchester Board has scheduled meetings on 
the following Wednesdays:  February 27, March 14, 
April 11, May 9, and June 13.  Light dinner food is 
served at 5:30 p.m. and we meet from 6-8 p.m.   
The location varies.  If youôd like to attend a 
meeting, please call us 914-962-7888 or email 
info@glsenhv.org. 

 

§ March 24ðGSA Summit- YWCA, 515 North St. White Plains, NY 
 

§ April 18ðNational Day of Silence 
 

§ April 20ðBreaking the Silence Special Event, 7:00p.m. 
 

§ June 2ðBenefit Dinner and Leadership Awards-Community Room, St. Matthewôs 
Episcopal Church, Bedford, NY 

WESTCHESTER SPRING 2007 CALENDAR 
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CHAPTER NEWS 

ROCKLAND  

Diane Schneider, co-chair of GLSEN Hudson 
Valley, is currently offering two different workshops 
FREE to schools for staff development. 

 
 Both workshops are part of the 
National Training Program on 
Safety, Bias, and GLBT Issues, a 

program of the National Education Association. The 
workshops run 90-120 min. each but can be 
truncated to 45-60 min. if need be.  They can be 
delivered separately or together.  
 
 The workshops are especially designed for people 
who are not gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender 
and who are interested in addressing bias regarding 
sexual orientation and gender identity. 
 
 ñTaking A Stand: Creating Safe Schools for All 
Studentsò is an introductory workshop, designed for 
all school personnel.  Video clips and hands-on 
activities examine the obvious and subtle ways that 
bias plays out in schools.  The workshop offers  

 
resources for creating schools that are safe for all 
students, regardless of sexual orientation and 
gender identity/expression.. 
 
 ñWalking the Talk: Classroom Resources for 
Addressing Biasò is an advanced workshop 
designed for k-12 classroom instructors.  It 
examines various approaches to designing and 
integrating activities into the classroom that raise 
awareness of bias and empower students to 
advocate for change, especially around anti-GLBT 
bias.     
 
 Diane is certified by the NEA to conduct eight 
workshops this school year.  One is scheduled 
through So. Westchester BOCES on March 6th from 
5-7 p.m. at Ramapo High School.  Diane says ñ I am 
willing to travel to different school districts to provide 
this workshop with no fee involved.ò 
 
 To request a workshop, contact Diane Schneider 
directly by telephone, 845-548-3578, or email 
kirm1968@aol.com.  

November 15, 2006 was proclaimed ñMary Jane Karger Dayò in 
Westchester County. Our dedicated chapter co-chair was  
honored by the countyôs Board of Legislators for her youth  
advocacy as well as her work with educators to create ña safe and 
caring environment for the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans-
gender youth of Westchester County.ò   
 
 The proclamation was issued in conjunction with Mary Jane  
being given the 2006 Rosemarie Siragusa Memorial Youth  
Service Award by the Westchester County Youth Bureau and 
Board.  The annual award 
honors an outstanding  
individual who has  
demonstrated a  

                                                                 commitment to serving             
                                                                 youth and families. 
 
 An article in GLSENôs January 2007 Respect made it national  
news.  Everyone at GLSEN Hudson Valley joins those applauding   
Mary Jane!   

MARY JANE KARGER DAY IN WESTCHESTER COUNTY 

 
At PrideWorks 2005, (r-l) Mary Jane Karger with Kevin Jennings, 

Executive Dir. of GLSEN, and Andy Spano, County Executive, 
 

mailto:kirm1968@aol.com
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CHAPTER NEWS 

ULSTER 
The GLSEN Hudson Valley Ulster Sub-chapter 
(GLSEN-Ulster) is following up their fall activities with 
a number of programs to assist GSAs in planning and 
increasing effectiveness and visibility. Our first GSA 
Summit in 2007 was held on February 24th in  
Poughkeepsie. This was the first meeting of its kind 
held in Dutchess County. GSA members from local 
high schools and colleges attended the event with a 
number of community allies. GLSEN-Ulster thanks 
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie 
(UU) for the use of their meeting space to host the 
event. In October, Rob Conlon, was asked by the UU 
to provide information about GLSEN at a Sunday 
morning service. This presentation has lead to an  
exciting collaboration with the UU and a number of its 
members. Visit the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Poughkeepsie at www.uupok.org. 
 

 GSA Summits will continue in Ulster County as well 
with the Spring Summit planned for Saturday March 
31st at the Hudson Valley LGBTQ Community Center 
in Kingston www.lgbtqcenter.org. As always, GSAs 

from Ulster, Orange and Dutchess are welcome at all 
GSA Summits. 
 

 With the Day of Silence just around the corner, much 
of the strategizing at the GSA Summits will involve 
ideas for that day. Plans are already in the works for 
ñBreaking the Silenceò events in the area as well. The 
QSA at Bard College has offered space to hold a 
Breaking the Silence event this year. This is an  
example of the ongoing collaborations forged  
between college level and high school level GSAs in 
the area to share resources. Keep an eye on the 
GLSEN-HV website calendar for more interesting 
events like ñHigh Tea and LGBT Poetryò hosted by 
local colleges. 
 

 In addition to GSA events, GLSEN-Ulster completed 
another successful ñAdd a Bookò campaign in  
February. In the coming weeks, GSAs will receive 

books they chose from the GLSEN Booklink to add to 
the shelves of their school library.  The books were 
provided to them by GLSEN-HV.  
 

 GLSEN-Ulster is proud to be a part of an exciting  
diversity awareness program aimed at middle school 
students in Kingston City Schools. Following a joint 
meeting about addressing LGBT youth issues with 
the Hudson Valley LGBTQ Community Center and 
the Superintendent of Kingston City Schools, a  
representative from GLSEN-HV was appointed to the 
school districtôs Diversity Cadre, which is responsible 
for all diversity awareness programming in the district. 
In February, the first of many ongoing awareness  
programs was conducted at M.C. Miller Middle 
School in Kingston. The program focuses on  
developing appreciation for difference among  
students and touches on both sexual orientation and 
gender identity. 
 

 GLSEN-Ulster has been working with other school 
districts in addition to Kingston to help increase 
awareness and make anti-LGBT bias unacceptable in 
schools. Workshops on No Name-Calling were  
conducted at the Taconic Region PTA conference in 
the Arlington School District and for the Pawling 
School District PTA. No Name-Calling Week activities 
were held in a number of districts throughout the Sub-
Chapter including Poughkeepsie Day School and 
Wallkill Middle School. 
 

DONôT FORGET OUR UPCOMING TRAINING OF 
TRAINERS PROGRAM!!!! scheduled for Friday April 

20th 3pm-7pm and Saturday April 21st 9am-4pm at 
Ulster County BOCES, Rt 9W, Port Ewen, NY. All are 
welcome chapter-wide!  The cost is $20. To register 
email glsenulster@hotmail.com. 
 

 Anyone interested in more information about 
GLSEN-Ulster should contact Rob Conlon at  
845-795-5201 or email  
ulster-orange@glsenhudsonvalley.org. 

  For the latest news about chapter events, go to www.glsenhudsonvalley.org  
  and visit www.glsen.org/hudsonvalley, a new website being developed 

jointly by GLSEN-national and the chapter. 

http://www.uupok.org
http://www.lgbtqcenter.org
mailto:glsenulster@hotmail.com
mailto:ulster-orange@glsenhudsonvalley.org
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GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCES AT WALTER PANAS AND 
LAKELAND HIGH SCHOOLS TARGET MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS  

By Ryan E. Jefferson 

 
 
 

 

 

The Gay Straight Alliance, otherwise known as the 
GSA, has worked hard over the past two years to 
instill the importance of tolerance and acceptance 
among both middle school and high school  
students with the issues of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and straight teens. Now, this coming March, the 
GSA plans on visiting classes at Lakeland Copper 
Beech Middle School to help teach and educate 
students on the importance of issues associated 
with bullying and name-calling. 
  
The GSA's overall goal is to increase the  
understanding of issues that gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and straight teens have, by bringing support to 
high school communities and allowing students to 
have their feelings heard. Addressing local,  
statewide, national, and political concerns, the 
GSA brings to light the issues that student's  
themselves have identified as the most important 
to discuss with, and bring to the attention of, fellow 
students and the public. With concerns and issues 
raised from both the students and 
the Walter Panas High School 
Community itself, the GSA is  
addressing topics that many see 
as important, but are rarely  
discussed. 
  
On March 1st the GSA's visit to 
the Lakeland Copper Beech Middle School will  
discuss two of the most important issues that  
students themselves feel should be discussed with 
fellow peers before entering High School. The  
issues of name-calling and bullying have been a 
problem for many years, and students know that 
the best. By talking about how often name-calling 
and bullying occurs, as well as how often it is  
responded to in a negative or harmful manner, the 
GSA wants to teach kids the proper way to react in 
these situations by giving scenarios with the right 
way to respond. 
  
Students from both high schools developed a  
lesson plan that includes activities on making  
assumptions about people, their own experiences 
involving bullying and name-calling and ways in 
which they can respond when they find themselves 
in difficult situations.  The students will visit every 
English class in teams of 2 to 4 students to make 
their presentation and answer questions.   
                                                                          

Guidance counselors and Peer Leaders will also 
be in attendance to help out. 
  
This manner of discussing topics such as with 
name-calling and bullying, is patterned after the 
nationally recognized "No Name Calling Week" 
sponsored by the Gay, Lesbian and Straight  
Education Network, also referred to as GLSEN.  
Responsible for other events such as the "Day of 
Silence", where students refuse to speak to show 
their support for anti-LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
Teens) bullying, the GLSEN has been a major  
supporter of the goal that the GSA strives to reach. 
  
The advisor of the GSA for the Lakeland Central 
School District, including both Walter Panas and 
Lakeland High Schools, is Mr. David Diamond.  Mr. 
Diamond was asked by both Lakeland and Walter 
Panas High School students to take over when 
their previous advisor was no longer available.  
Increasing the reputation of the GSA among the 

Lakeland Central School District, Mr. 
Diamond manages weekly GSA  
meetings. Through word of mouth and 
posters decorating the halls, the GSA 
has grown in size with the passing of 
weeks, always welcoming new members 
to join. 
  

  
The GSA has brought a means of tolerance and 
acceptance to many students in many different 
school districts. The March 1st  GSA visit to the 
Lakeland Copper Beech Middle School and the 
"Day of Silence" on April 18th, are two examples  
of how the GSA demonstrates the strength and  
dedication both middle school and high school  
students have against the threats of teen name-
calling and bullying.  It is hoped that these and 
other district efforts address the needs of students 
and staff, and make the high school communities 
safer and more accepting places for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Ryan E. Jefferson is a senior at Walter Panas 
HS and a reporter for The Pather Post school  
newspaper. 
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2007 SPRING BENEFIT and LEADERSHIP AWARDS 
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Save the date ï Saturday evening, June 2nd.  Join us in the beautiful Community 
Room of St. Matthewôs Episcopal Church in Bedford for GLSEN Hudson Valleyôs 
Benefit Dinner and Leadership Awards Presentation.  Invitations will be mailed 
soon.   
  

The Flying Pig restaurant in Mt. Kisco is catering our dinner, which will be followed 
by the presentation of Leadership Awards.   There will be special entertainment 
and an exciting Gift Raffle too. 
 
Weôre looking for unique gifts.  If youôd like to donate one, please call us - 914-962-
7888. In the meantime, we invite you to nominate an individual or organization for 
a 2007 Leadership Award.  Help us recognize that student or educator, that GSA 

or community organization doing exemplary work to create safe schools for LGBT people.  Make your  
recommendation anytime but no later than May 3.  Youôll find a Nomination Form on page 15.     

 
 And please reserve Saturday, June 2nd to be with us for a delightful evening celebrating GLSEN Hudson 
Valley and honoring the recipients of our Leadership Awards. 

 
Dear Readers,  
 

 GLSEN Hudson Valley is very grateful for the donations we receive.  The funds 
help us to present several unique programs each year.     
 

 Weôre looking for generous individuals or organizations whoôd like to underwrite 
one or more of these projects in 2007-2008: 
 

ǅ 4 Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) Summits (2 for Westchester/Putnam and 2 in Ulster County) -$400 each. 
ǅ 2 GSA Advisor Summits - $250 each. 
ǅ April ñDay of Silenceò support for GSAs - $300-500. 
ǅ April ñBreaking the Silenceò event for Westchester/Putnam GSAs - $500-800. 
ǅ Summer National Leadership Training for chapter officers ï $1,600. for 2 officers. 
ǅ Publishing and mailing 2 newsletters - $2,400. 
ǅ June Benefit and Awards Ceremony - $4,500. 
ǅ September ñAlly Dayò support for GSAs - $300-500. 
ǅ Novemberôs ñPrideWorks for LGBT Youthò Conference ï Sponsor a Keynote Speaker for $1,000, a 

workshop for $250, a student registration for $30, a college student registration for $50 and an adult 
registration for $85. 

ǅ Sponsor a school staff training workshop - $500-2,000. 
ǅ Donate money or books to our library. 

 
 If you or your organization is interested, please contact me to discuss possibilities.  Telephone 914-962-7888 

or email info@glsenhv.org.  Thank you. 

 
 Sincerely yours, 

 

From My Desk  

mailto:info@glsenhv.org
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On November 14, 2006, over 550 educators, youth workers and students gathered at the Westchester 
County Center for the PrideWorks Conference.  The day was filled with learning about the issues facing  
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth as well as techniques for making positive changes in local 
communities. 

 
 The keynote speaker, Dani Newsum, opened the program with an inspiring 
speech about the important role straight allies play in the movement for 
LGBT rights.  Dani is a former civil rights attorney and works for the Chinook 
Fund in Colorado.  Her perspective was particularly relevant because many 
of the students attending the conference were there to support their LGBT 
friends.   
 
 Twenty five workshops were offered throughout the day with a focus on 
hearing the voices of LGBT young people.  Many sessions featured panels 
of LGBT students sharing their personal stories or providing guidance to  

others who want to work on starting a GSA or other school-based program.  One particularly moving  
workshop was ñThe Black Youth Experienceò during which several students talked about what it is like to be 
Black and LGBT.  In another workshop, LGBT youth in residential care spoke candidly about their struggles 
in the foster care system.  
 
 The collaboration between GLSEN, PFLAG, Center Lane and the  
Westchester County Executiveôs office continues to be effective in  
presenting a successful conference.  It is also important to recognize the  
outstanding volunteers who help on the day of the conference with set up, 
registration, room monitoring and anything else that needs to get done.   
 
 The planning committee will be reviewing all the evaluation forms and has 
solicited input from the presenters and volunteers for ways to continue  
improving the conference.  While there are many possibilities for future plans, the popularity of PrideWorks 
will certainly continue. 

 
Laura Newman is Westchester Countyôs LGBT Community Liaison.  Her office co-sponsors PrideWorks.   
Photos courtesy of Ray Bagnuolo ï Ed. 

PRIDEWORKS 2006ðEDUCATION, MOTIVATION 
AND LOTS OF STUDENTS 

By Laura Newman 

Laura Newman(l) with Dani Newsum 

THANK YOU 
 

The Pepsi Bottling Group Foundation recently 
awarded GLSEN Hudson Valley a $2,000 grant to 
help support our activities this year.  Special thanks 
to Ayana Thomas, a member of the PBG Volunteer 
Action Committee, who recommended our chapter.   
 

  



BREAKING THE SILENCE - SPECIAL EVENT  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a follow-up to the Day of Silence on April 18, GLSEN 
Hudson Valley invites everyone to Break the Silence on 
Friday, April 20 at 7 p.m..  Join us for a special 
performance of Jeffrey Solomonôs ñBuilding Houses on 
the Moon,ò the award-winning play about LGBT youth and 
their struggle for identity and inclusion.  
 
The play premiered at the 2001 GLSEN Conference at 
Tufts University and deals with gender and sexual 
orientation, identity issues, the role of straight allies, life in 
the closet, homophobia, family and peer relationships, 
and inclusion and safety at school. To read more, visit  
www.housesonthemoon.org. 
 
The play will be performed in Asbury Hall at the Memorial 
United Methodist Church on Bryant Ave. in White Plains.  
Afterwards, the audience is invited to talk with the 
playwright and performers.  Free admission.  
Refreshments will be served. Traveling by bus or train?  
Call us if you want free transportation between the church 
and the White Plains TransCenter - 914-962-7888. 

 

 

 

The play is a series of vignettes based on the Internet chat room postings of GLBT youth from around the world and on interviews with students and  
educators across the country. The actors deftly weave the thoughtful, at times funny, and often poignant scenes, together into an extraordinary theater piece 
that evokes both the isolation and courage of GLBT youth in their struggle for identity and inclusion.                                                InsideOutHV, January 2005 

DIGNITY FOR ALL STUDENTS ACT 

The Dignity for All Students Act (DASA) is a bill pending 
in the state legislature ï for 6 years now, that will amend 
the New York Education Law to prohibit discrimination 
and harassment in schools based on real or perceived 
race, ethnicity, national origin, religion, sex, gender,  
sexual orientation or disability. Currently, New York State 
law does not afford students  
comprehensive protection from 
harassment in primary or  
secondary schools.  
 

The DASA Coalition ï almost 
200 organizations that support 
the bill, has decided on a three-
prong advocacy strategy that will 
focus on (1) Majority Senators 
who could be made to be allies for and maybe even 
sponsors of the Dignity for All Students Act. (2) the 
Governorôs Office -- Are there are any ways his office 
could be helpful in addressing bias based harassment in 
schools? and (3) the State Education Department, 
earning their support of the bill and the issue. 
 

David Diamond, Carleen Gilot, Mary Jane Karger, and 

Michael Witsch have represented GLSEN Hudson Valley.   
Coalition members have organized three workgroups:  
Legislative Workgroup, Executive Branch Workgroup, and 
a State Education Department Workgroup.  Meetings will 
be on every third Wednesday of the month via  
conference calls at 5 p.m.. 

 

Tuesday, May 1st is LGBT Equality 
and Justice Day in Albany.  The 
coalition wants to put together Dig-
nity Teams to meet with key  
Senators whose support we need.  
GLSEN will help coordinate the 
involvement of GSAs, either  
traveling to Albany, calling or  
writing letters to legislators.   

Registration for Equality and Justice Day is available on 
www.prideagenda.org.  
 

If youôd like to help, have a ñcontactò in Albany that can 
help, or want more information, contact Ross D. Levi, 
Director of Public Policy & Governmental Affairs, Empire 
State Pride Agenda ï 518-472-3330 x302 or email 
rlevi@prideagenda.org 

ñThis legislation does not force students to accept gay 
kids, immigrant kids, deeply religious kids or disabled 
kids.  It simply offers protection for certain groups 
whose differences make them frequent targets. As long 
as the law requires students to be in school, then 
schools need to be harassment-free zones where kids 
can reach their full potential. Right now, neither these 
kids nor their teachers can do much about the hate 
spewing out of a bully's mouth on a daily basis.ò 

                                          

                                                                         -Ross Levi, Empire State Pride Agenda 
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FOX LANE MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS WIN HONORABLE MENTION 

Two Fox Lane Middle School students have won 
honorable mention in GLSENôs national No 
Name-Calling Creative Expression Contest this 
year.  Over 2000 entries were submitted from 
across the country.  7th graders Lizzy Benway 
and Katherine Lange won for their cartoon titled 

"Comics are funny, bullying is not."  

The contest encourages students to convey their 
experiences and feelings about name-calling, as 
well as their ideas for ending verbal bullying, 

through original creative works. 

Fox Lane Middle School participated in "No 
Name Calling Week," and Lizzie and Katherine's 

comic was on display in the schoolôs East House.  

Congratulations to Lizzy and Katherine, as well 

as teachers Ms Kingham and Ms Dormady. 

 
 
 
ñNever doubt that a 
small group of 
thoughtful, committed people can 
change the world. Indeed, it is the 
only thing that ever has.ò 
                                    - Margaret Mead 

       THE POWER OF SILENCE  

Kylynn Grier has witnessed the power of silence. 
"I've always been passionate about breaking down 
negative social barriers," the Poughkeepsie High 
School senior said. "The Day of Silence we took part in 
last year was profound." 
 

Grier is co-chairperson of Poughkeepsie High's Gay 
Straight Alliance, a yet-to-be-officially recognized 
group of about 30 students concerned about how gays 
and lesbians - both in and outside of school - are often 
treated. 
 

"I'd like to believe it's just ignorance, that people just 
aren't exposed to people who are different," she said. 
Combating such ignorance is the goal behind the    
annual Day of Silence, observed every April in high 
schools and colleges across the country. Students  
who choose to participate take a vow of silence       

during classes, then lead discussions about the issue 
at the end of the school day. 
 

"It's a way of expressing the silence many people go 
through because they're terrified of the bigotry they 
face if they come out," Grier said. 
 

She said she had learned first-hand from some gay 
friends how terrifying their lives can be. But she said 
she saw a marked change in attitude among her peers 
since the school's first Day of Silence in 2005. 
 

"There's still some resistance, but definitely, it has 
been a change for the better," Grier said. 
 
 
 
Excerpts reprinted by permission. Original story by Larry Hertz 
appears in the Poughkeepsie Journal, February 20, 2007 - Ed. 


